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Georgia Southern University Athletics

Georgia Southern Men’s Basketball Hall of Famer Chester Webb Passes
The program’s all-time leading scorer had his jersey retired in 2010.
Marc Gignac
Men's Basketball
Posted: 1/31/2020 4:00:00 PM
STATESBORO – Chester Webb, Georgia Southern basketball's all-time leading scorer whose No. 22 jersey is one of four hanging in the rafters of Hanner
Fieldhouse, passed away Wednesday at the age of 85.
Webb is the program's all-time scoring (2,542 points) and rebounding leader (1,685) as well as the single-season scoring (883 points) and rebounding (524) leader.
His career at Georgia Teacher's College spanned from 1952-56, he was inducted into the school's athletics Hall of Fame in 1959 and his jersey was retired in 2010.
An NAIA All-America selection in 1955 and 1956, he was the first native Georgian to be named a college basketball All-American, and he was inducted into the
Georgia Sports Hall of Fame in 2014. The 6-foot-7 center scored more than 40 points nine times, including a pair of 47-point efforts against Piedmont on Jan. 23,
1956, and Feb. 18, 1956, and more than 30 points in 15 games. Webb led the Professors to the NAIA national tournament his last two seasons while accumulating a
41-11 record and during the 1955-56 season, he averaged 30.5 points and 18.7 rebounds a game.
"The Georgia Southern basketball family is deeply saddened to learn of the passing of one of our program's all-time greatest players," said Georgia Southern coach
Mark Byington. "Chester is one of the pillars in the foundation of not only Georgia Southern basketball but also Georgia Southern athletics. His legacy lives on in our
program. We offer our condolences and our prayers to his family."
Born Feb. 12, 1934, Webb grew up with six brothers and two sisters in Elberton, Georgia, about 35 miles northeast of Athens. His first basketball hoop was the rim of
a cart wheel nailed to the side of a barn. With a five-mile walk from the family farm to Elbert County High School, he did not play organized basketball until his
sophomore year. A year later, Roger Parsons, a former Georgia Teachers College basketball player, took over the Elbert County basketball team.
Parsons worked with Webb and, just as importantly, offered him a ride home every night. Webb's game improved immensely, and he made the all-state team as a
senior and scored the most points in the Region 2-A Tournament for the Blue Devils. Selected to play for the North team in the state's annual North-South all-star
game, Webb received scholarship offers from both the University of Georgia and Clemson, but Parsons steered him to Statesboro.
After graduating from Georgia Teachers College with his degree in physical education, the Syracuse Nationals selected Webb in the eighth round of the 1956 NBA
Draft. He also had an invitation to play for the 1956 U.S. Olympic basketball team, but he was drafted into the U.S. Army.
He served his country for two years and was picked as a member of the All-Army basketball team where Webb and his teammates played in AAU tournaments. The
talent on those teams included players like the legendary Boston Celtic K.C. Jones.

Webb fulfilled his military service and then signed on to play basketball with the Gibbs Corporation in the industrial league. He ended his professional basketball
career, but did not leave basketball behind, beginning a career in public education. A high school basketball coach for six years in Appling County, Webb took two
teams to the state playoffs.
He returned to his hometown of Elberton and coached his high school team for seven years and also taught woodworking. With positions in school administration and
supervision, including time as the principal of two elementary schools, Webb also served as director of two county-wide programs and as Assistant Superintendent of
Elbert County Schools for eight years.
He was the husband of Carol Smith Webb, with whom he had celebrated 62 years of marriage. In addition to his wife, Webb is survived by his daughter Julia Leigh
Webb Dye of Elberton, and her close friend, Terry Mills; his son, Walter Chester Webb, Jr. and his wife, Deanna (DeeDee) of St. Augustine, Florida; and his
grandchildren: Madison Taylor Webb, Hunter Thomas Webb, and Parker Ryan Webb. He also leaves behind his sister, Linda Banks and her husband, Marion, and his
brother, Johnny Webb.
A Memorial Service to celebrate Webb's life will be conducted Monday, Feb. 3, 2020, at 2:30 p.m. in the Elberton First United Methodist Church, with Rev. Jim
McCollough officiating. There will be a time of visitation from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary overflow.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Elberton First United Methodist Church Hope Fund at P.O. Box 398, Elberton, Georgia, 30635.
Georgia Southern will honor Webb with a recognition during Saturday's basketball contest against South Alabama in Hanner Fieldhouse. Tipoff is slated for 4 p.m.
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